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than he ordered the crumbling ruin at Galata to be entirely
and thoroughly restored, a graceful and meritorious act which
the poet-Shcykh fittingly acknowledged in a beautiful qasfda.

Sultan Selfm, in whom was revived the old love of poetry
and culture which had distinguished so large a number of
his ancestors, showed in many ways his appreciation of the
poet who has crowned his age with an undying glory. His
desire to gratify the dervish-Sheykh was shown in the
restoration of Mevlevf convents in various parts of the
country carried out at his own expense or that of members
of his family; his admiration of the poet appeared in the
magnificent copy of his Dfwan which he caused to be tran-
scribed, and of which the gilding alone cost three hundred
ducats; while his affection for the man found expression in
the appropriate and valued gift of a beautiful manuscript
of the Noble Mesncvf written by the hand of Jevrf the
famous penman and poet of the preceding century. l

Ghalib passed the eight years of life that yet remained
to him as Sheykh of the ancient convent of Galata where
he continued to enjoy not only the personal regard and
esteem of his sovereign, but the affection and respect of all
with whom he came in contact, notably of his friend and
fellow-poet Esrar Dede, whose death, which preceded his
his own by two years, he mourns in a touching elegy which
is among the most beautiful of his minor poems.

This last great poet of old Turkey died, after an illness
of several months, at the comparatively early age of forty-
two, just before daybreak on the 26^ of Rejeb 1213 (Jth
January, 1799). 2

1  For an account of Jevrf see Vol. Ill, p. 297 ct seqq.

2  Such  is the statement of the histoiian Nun LJey, Ghulib's contemporary,
who  himself died latei   on  in  the  same year. Von Hammer, who does not
mention his authoiity, says that Glialib died and was buiied at Damascus on
his way  home fiom  the pilgrimage  in   1210 (1795).  This statement is not